
FRENCH YEAR3 YEAR 4 YEAR 5 YEAR 6 

Listen & 
Understand 
(aural) 

Understand a few familiar spoken 
words and short simple phrases 

Understand a range of familiar spoken 
words and phrases 
  

Comprehend key information from a 
short spoken passage of familiar 
language 

Comprehend key information and some 
details from a short spoken passage of 
familiar language 

Speak & be 
Understood (oral) 
 
 

Say and/or repeat words and short 
simple phrases 
 
Begin to pronounce some single 
letter sounds 
 
Begin to develop some accurate 
pronunciation and intonation so 
that others understand familiar 
phrases and words 

Give basic information and answer simple 
questions 
 
Know how to pronounce all letter sounds 
 
Be clearly understood when using familiar 
phrases and words, with increasingly 
accurate pronunciation and intonation 

Ask and answer simple questions 
 
Be able to discuss personal interests 
 
Know how to pronounce some 
phonemes/ letter strings 
 
Begin to apply understanding of the 
language to unfamiliar words 

Hold a simple conversation 
 
Express opinions with justification 
 
Know how to pronounce a range of letter 
strings 
 
Routinely apply understanding of the 
language to unfamiliar words 
 
Use a range of vocabulary to vary questions 
and statements 
 
Pronunciation is generally accurate with 
correct intonation 

Read & Write 
(literacy) 

Recognise and read out a few 
familiar words and short simple 
phrases 
 
Use visual clues to help with reading 
 
Write or copy simple words or 
symbols 
 
Choose appropriate words to 
complete short phrases or 
sentences 

Understand some familiar written phrases 
 
With support, begin to write simple 1 or 2 
sentences about familiar subjects 
 
Begin to spell some commonly used words 
correctly 
 
 

Understand the main points of a short 
written text based on a familiar subject 
 
Begin to link sound to print, by reading 
aloud simple text 
 
Use a book or glossary to find the 
meanings of unfamiliar words 
 
With support, write a few short 
sentences about a familiar subject 
 
Begin to spell easily understandable 
words 

Understand the main points and some key 
details of a short written text, based on a 
familiar subject 
 
Begin to read independently 
 
Use a bilingual dictionary to find the 
meanings of unfamiliar words 
 
Begin to independently write short texts on 
a familiar subject 
 
Spell a range of common words correctly 

Grammar & how 
the language 
works 

Begin to develop understanding that different languages have different grammar 
rules 
 

Develop understanding of more complex areas of grammar rules 
 

Intercultural 
Understanding 

Understand and respect that there 
are people and places in the world 
that are different to where I live 
 
Understand that some people speak 
a different language to my own 

Identify similarities and differences in my 
culture and that of another 
 
Discuss celebrations in other countries and 
aspects of daily life that are different to 
my own 

Respect and understand cultural 
diversity 
 
Understand how symbols, objects and 
pictures can  be used to represent a 
different culture 

Begin to understand issues in the country’s 
history/ issues that affect the country today 

 


